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TAGS: ETRD, DM, US 

SUB J : POTENTIAL SALE OF ARMORED LIMOUSINES TO GPRB 

1 . BENINESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS LAST WEEK DISCUSSED POSSIBLE 
PURCHASE FROM AN AMERICAN FIRM OF ARMOURED LIMOUSINES VALUED 
AT $1.4 MILLION. TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FIRM OF HESS 

AND EISENHARDT INT., BASED IN CINCINNATI. ARRIVED IN COTONOU 
MAY 1 1 AT THE INVITATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF PEOPLE S REPUBLIC 
OF BENIN (GPRB). THEY WERE QUICKLY ABLE TO MEET WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER ALLADAYE AND MEMBERS OF THE GOV'T COMMITTEE ON SECURITY 
IN ORDER TO PRESENT THEIR PACKAGE, WHICH IS TO INCLUDE ONE 
CADILLAC, ONE MERCEDES, AND FIVE OR SIX LESS HEAVILY ARMORED 
PEOGEOTS. ALTHOUGH NO COMMITMENT WAS MADE, THE BUSINESSMEN 
REPORTED THAT THEIR PROPOSAL HAD BEEN VERY FAVORABLY RECEIVED, 
AND THAT THE COMMITTEE DID NOT APPEAR TO BE WORRIED BY THE STIFF 
PRICE TAG. 

2. COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES OF HESS AND 
EISENHARDT WERE ASKED BY THE BENINESE TO CUT SHORT A EUROPEAN 
TRIP TO COME TO COTONOU EARLIER THAN PLANNED INDICATES GREAT 
INTEREST ON THE PART OF THE GPRB IN FINALIZING DEAL SINCE PRE- 
SIDENT KEREKOU'S FEAR OF ASSASSINATION HAS ALREADY LEAD HIM 

TO TAKE WIDE-RANGING SECURITY MEASURES, THE PURCHASE OF ARMORED 
LIMOUSINES IS A LOGICAL EXTENSION OF THAT POLICY. APPROVAL 
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OF THE PURCHASE WILL UNDOUBETDLY HAVE TO BE MADE BY PRESIDENT 
KEREKOU HIMSELF, WHICH WOULD NORMALLY TAKE SOME TIME. HOWEVER, 
HESS AND EISENHARDT WAS TOLD TO EXPECT A RESPONSE WITHIN THE 
MONTH. THOMPSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SALES, GROUND VEHICLES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 17 may 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978COTONO00729 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780210-0156 
Format: TEL 
From: COTONOU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780551 /aaaabqtp. tel 

Line Count: 59 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 122b3e9c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 9 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2670042 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POTENTIAL SALE OF ARMORED LIMOUSINES TO GPRB 
TAGS: ETRD, DM, US, HESS & EISENHARDT INT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/122b3e9c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



